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When they see us
When they see us is an American crime drama television miniseries created in 2019. The series is based on April 19, 1989, which led to five teenage boys' wrongful convictions. During the summer evening of April 19, 1989, Trisha, a 28 years old American lady, was jogging in New York Central Park, where she was brutally beaten and raped. She was discovered the following morning on the 20th April 1989.  She was brutalized so seriously that she remained in a coma for twelve days; after she recovered from the coma, she had lost memory of what had transpired on the day she was raped and beaten. The event caused fear and public uproar in New York; five teenage boys were later branded as the central park 5. The teenage boys were taken into custody after their arrest, and their arrest marked the commencing of one of the highest-profile judicial cases in New York.
The movie tries to examine whether the suspect's race played a role in their convictions because all the five convicted boys were Latino or black. On the night of the Meili attack, a group of around 30 teenage boys was in the famous Manhattan's central park. They had begun causing trouble by pelleting stones at passing motorists, robing cyclists and runners, robbing them, and assaulting passersby. After Trisha's body was discovered, Police assumed that the teenage boys who had caused havoc that night were responsible for the crimes. By the time Trisha was found, two boys had already been arrested, and they were believed to be part of the group, and two more boys were brought for questioning by police. One of the accused boys accompanied his friend Salaam Yusef to the police station but was also questioned and detained with the four other boys.
After their arrest, the five were forced to confess after being interrogated and questioned for hours. They finally admitted that they had been involved in the brutal beating and repeated rape of Trisha. The boys later alleged that they had been coerced and threatened into confessing to the assault and rape of Trisha. After the lengthy interrogations, four out of the five boys signed written down confessions while the last boy made a verbal admission to the case investigators.  The boys got legal representation, and they all withdrew the statements they had made earlier to the police and said that they had been intimated and bullied into made-up confessing. The DNA sample evidence collected from the five boys did not match the DNA collected from Trisha's body and the crime scene. Unfortunately, the lack of DNA match was not enough to set the boys free when they went to court for a case hearing. The first trial took place in August 1990, and Raymond, Antron, and Yusef were convicted of riot, robbery, assault, and rape but acquitted of attempted murder charges.
Antron and Yusef were 14 and 15 respectively and were sentenced to the maximum sentence possible of 5-10 years at a correctional facility for the youth. The next and second trial came to a stop in December 1990. Kevin, one of the suspects, was found guilty of robbery, attempted murder, assault, and rape, while his friend Korey was convicted of riot, sexual abuse, and assault. Korey was 16 while Kevin was 14 years old; they were sentenced to 15 and 10 years, respectively. All the five boys fulfilled their sentences and were released but lived with the charges attached to their names.  In 2002, a serial rapist and convicted murderer known as Reyes, who was serving a 33-year prison sentence, confessed to being the only attacker of Trisha; his DNA samples matched the DNA samples collected at the crime scene and on Trisha's body. Reyes could not be charged for the crimes he had committed since the statute of limitation for the crimes had passed. After they had been cleared off these charges, three of the five convicted men filed a lawsuit against the city of New York for various crimes against humanity, and the case was settled for $41 million.
The series "when they see us" has influenced and made me believe that every individual has the right to a rightful trial and conviction without any form of discrimination or intimidation. The five boys ended up serving in prison for up to 15 years for crimes they never committed despite the DNA evidence collected at the crime scene not matching with theirs. The movie has also influenced me to believe that being black or Hispanic does not make one an automatic criminal. During the night of their arrest, there were more than 30 boys, but only black or Hispanic boys were arrested. The movie has also influenced me to believe that there was a stereotype that blacks did not deserve a fair trial. Despite the boy's DNA not matching the one collected on the crime scene, they were convicted despite withdrawing the statement they had recorded earlier.  The legal system during those times was driven by stigma, racial hysteria, and intimidation.
I have also learned how prominent people in the society can influence justice; for this case, some famous New Yorkers, Donald Trump, ran a campaign to see the five boys be sentenced to death simply because they were Hispanic or black. After watching the movie and seeing how the boys were tortured mentally, I am also influenced to become a human rights campaigner. The anguish and stigma their families were subjected to during the trials. All humans are equal despite their skin color. I also believe that not everyone languishing in prison is guilty; some are innocent, but the skewed justice system found them guilty of crimes they never committed. 
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